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HE Avro of the following ſermon 
T is conſcious of his unfitneſs for appear- 
ances of this nature, and of the many imper- 
fections that attend this, and all his other 
Pulpit- performances. The ſubject, however, 
is deeply intereſting; eſpecially at the pre- 
ſent critical juncture. 


Tu Discourss is intended to excite 
an unthinking and indifferent generation to 
make an open and explicit appearance for the 
truth; to encourage and animate the 
friends of truth in the way and work of the 
Lord; eſpecially under the diſadvantages 
and diſcouragements incident to them in theſe 
degenerate times; to inform the ignorant 
and miſinformed concerning the continued 
Succeſſion of witneſſes in the ages prior to the 
Proteſtant reformation; to guard the witneſſes 
of every Denomination againſt the corrup- 
tions and abominations of Antichrilt ; as al- 


lo to confirm them in the belief and ex- 
pectation 
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pectation of his final ruin in due time z- 
and to rectify certain miſtakes many labour 
under in relation to the nature and deſign of 
the teſtimony, in which the Author and o- 
thers, with whom he is connected, —are 
engaged; and in relation to the terms of 

Communion among them. Theſe are ſome 
of the purpoſes for which the Sermon was 


compoſed, and is now publiſhed. How far 


it is calculated for anſwering all or any of 
theſe ends, the public muſt determine. 
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REVEL. xi. 3. 


I Till give power to my t oo witneſſes, and 
they ſhall propheſy a thouſand two hundred and 
threeſcore days, clothed in ſackloth. 


HIS myſterious book contains a ſeries of pro- 
phecy that has occaſioned much enquiry in the 
ſeveral ages of the Nc+7 Teſtament Church. 

It is, with evident propriety, placed in the end of the 
facred Canon. In it we find a prophetic account of 
the Chriſtian Church to the end of the world, It fore- 
tels eſpecially three great events ;—the gradual riſe, 
the long reign, and the final downfal of that Antichtiſ- 
tian power, which, elſewhere in ſcripture, is called the 
Man of Sin and the Son of Perdition. Accordingly 
there are in it three principal prophecies, - that of the 
ſeven ſeals, that of the ſeven trumpets, and that of the 
{even vials, Theſe prophecies, though not contempora- 
ry, are neceſſarily connected together. The ſeventh 
ſeal introduces the trumpets, and the ſeventh trumpet 
introduces the vials. The connexion in which the pro- 

phecy, to which the text belongs, is introduced, points 
out the period to which it refers. 

In the firſt two verſes of this chapter, the Apoſtle 
John informs us, That there was given to him a reed 
like unto a rod : and an angel fled, ſaying, Riſe, and 
meaſure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that 
werſhip therein, But the court which is without be 
temple leave out, and meaſure # nat; for it is given 
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ly. In his part of the viſion, there is a 


unto the Gentiles : and the haly city ſhall they tread un- 


der foot forty and tuo months. It is thought, that there 
is here an alluſion to Ezek. xl. 3. where the prophet 


introduced ſpeaking thus, Behold there was à man, 


whoſe appearance was like the appearance of braſs, with 
a line of flax in his hand, and a meaſuring-reed ; and he 


Hioed in the gate. Of this viſion we have a farther 


account in the ſubſequent verſes We are told, the 
Prophet fav, in vifion, a man aſcertaining the dimenſi- 


ons, andexHiviring the model of a new temple; in order 


to encourage the Jews to expect the reſtoration of the 


" fetnpte and the temple- ſervice, notwithſtanding that 


the former was to ly in ruins, and the latter to be dif- 
continued for many jens. The temple, including tha 
worlhip of it, was a figure of the New. Teſtament 
Church, and the ſpiruual worſhip inſtituted and per- 
formed in it to the end of the world. Accordingly the 
one is often, in ſcripture, deſcribed by tmilitudes ta- 
ken from the other. This accounts for the expreſſions 
uſed in the verſes preceding the text. 

The reed or rod, with which the Apoſtle is directed 
to meaſure the temple, the altar, and the worthippers 
at it, may denote the facred Scriptore, that unerring 
Standard, by which all perſons, pripciples and practi. 
ces are to be tried: And as they agree or diſagree with 
it, they are to be received or rejected. That part of 
the repreſcnration, in ver. 1. relating to the temple, 
tl.c altar and the worſhippers at it, may defote the 
remnant preſerved from groſs corruption during the 


prevalence of the Antichriftian or Popiſh apoſtaſy. 


There was ſtill to be a Temple or a Church, and an 
altar, or worſhip performed in ſome meaſute of confor- 
mity to the unerring Rule. The other part of the re- 
preſentation, in ver. 2. relating to the court without 
the Temple, which was not to be meaſured, but given 
tothe Geatiles, may refer to formal and corrupt Chril- 
tians, who were ſoreſeen to be far more numerous than 
the true worſhippers, during the continnance of the apo- 
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ayuſion, to the different courts which belonged to the 
temple at Jeruſalem. There was particularly the out- 
er court, in which the Congregation aſſembled and wor- 
ſhipped; and there was the inner court, or What is o- 
525 called the court of the prieſts, in which the 
altar flood. As the inner court is ſuppoſed to have 
borne, but a {wall proportion to the outer court, aud 
as the former is referred to in ver. 1. and the latter in 
ver. 2. there is here a plaia intzmation, that the 
number ot true worſhippers was to be but ſmall, very 
ſmall, in compariſon of the number of formal and cor- 
rupt Chriſtians, during - the period-to Which this pro- 

hecy relates, The onter court was to be occupied 
by perſons, in their religious uſages and practices, liker 
Gentiles or Pagans, than Chriſtians, This was to be 
the caſe for no leſs than forty-two prophetic months, or 
twelve hundred and ſixty prophetic days. This pal- 
ſage, like the preternatural pillar that attended tbe If- 
ractitiſh camp in the wilderneſs,. has both a light and 
a dark fide. It wears both an alarming and an encou- 

raging aſpect. It is truly affectiug to think that the ho- 
ly City ſhould be trodden under foot for ſo long a time. 
But it is very agreeable to think, that a remnant was 
all along to ſabſiſt in one part or other, to appear for 
God and his intereſt in the world. This has been the 
caſe, when the church has been in the loweſt conditi- 
on, both uoder the Old and New Teſtament. When 
the Prophet once apprehended, that he was the only 
perſon that had eſcaped the groſs idolatry which then 
prevailed, God apprized him, that he had reſerved to. ' 
himſelf, though unknown to the Prophet, no leſs than 
ſeven thouſand perſons, wha had not been permitted to 
bow the knee to Baal, Rom. xi, 2, 3, 4. In like man- 
ner, when the New Teſtament Church was at her low- 
eſt ;——when Antichriſt was at his height, —and his. 
kingdom in its greateſt extent and power, the Lord 
had his witneſſes, who were enabled to perſiſt in a 
ſteady appearance for truth, and oppoſi tion to error: 
notwiehſtanding all the diſadvantages | and hard{hips. 
they- 
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they laboured under, and all the methods that were uſ- 
ed for their deſtruction and ruin, Herein the prophe · 
cy, in the text, has been, and is accompliſhed.----/ 
will give power to my tuo witneſſes, and they ſhall pro+ 
pheſy a thouſand two hundred and threeſcore days, cluthed 
in /ackloth. a 2 ROY. | 
In handling this intereſting ſubject, I ſhall endeavour, 

Firſt, To explain, and, Secondly, Apply it. la the 
explication I ſhall follow the moſt natural order of the 
words. Accordingly [ am | 


I. To give ſome account of God's two witneſſes. 
II. Confider what is here inſured to them, 7 wil/ 
nie power to my tus witneſſes, ſaith God, and they 
| I propheſy. . 
III. The ſeaſon of their propheſying, 4 thouſand 
two hundred aud threeſcore days. . 


IV. The manner of it pointed out by their habit, 
clothed in ſackloth, It is propoſed, 


I. To give ſome account of God's rw witneſſes. 
Concerning theſe two Witneſſes, Expoſitors are far 
from being agreed. They have been under ſlood uf 
Moſes and Elias, who, it is imagined, are to appear 
and ſuffer for the Chriſtian cauſe, under the reign of 
Antichriſt. By the two. Witneſſes, ſome have under» 
ſtood the Old and New Teſtaments: Others, a faith- 
ful Mioiſtry in the Church and Magiſtracy in the 
State, uniting their endeavours for promoting refor- 
mation, They have been interpreted and under- 
ſtood of the ſamous Waldenſes aud Albigenſes. But 
by the two Witneſſes we do not underſtand any two 
particular perſous, but a continued ſucceſſion of per- 
ſons raiſed pp by God, and enabled to appear for truth 


in appoſition to error, during the continue nce of the 


Antichriſtiat or Popiſh apoſtaſy. If it is queried, why 
they are (aid to be two, and only two; different ah 
| ons 
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ſons may be aſſigned for it. It has been thought that 
the witneſſes for God are ſaid to be two, to diſtinguifh 
them from the falſe Prophet, who is ſaid to be one, 
chap. xix. 20. and from the uaclean ſpirits, which pro- 
ceed out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the 
mouth of the Beaſt, and out of the mouth of the 
falſe prophet, which are ſaid to be #hree, chap. xvi. 13. 
It has alſo been thought, that though the two witnel- 
ſes are not to be underſtood of any two particular per- 


ſons, they may allude to ſome examples of famous pairs, 


God has raiſed up in different ages of the Church, both 
under the Old and New Teſtament. Various inſtances 
have been mentioned, —as Abraham and Lot, Moſes 
and Aaron, Elijah and Eliſha, Ezra and Nehemiah, 
Joſhua and Zerubbabel, Haggai and Zechariah, under 
the Old Teſtament. And, when the period arrived at 
which the Chriſtian diſpenſation was to be introduced, 
the diſciples were ſept forth two and two. According- 
ly we find them ſometimes travelling in .the exerciſe 
of their office, in pairs, or.two and two,—as Peter and 
John, Paul and Barnabas. In later ages of the New 
Teſtament Church the witneſſes have alſo been raiſed 
up in pairs, or two and two,—as the Waldenſes and 
Albigenſes, Jerome and Huſs, Luther and Calvin.— 
The number of the witneſſes evidently alludes to what 

the law required. In order to aſcertain a thing, it re- 
quired atleaſt two concurring witneſles, Deut. xvii. 6. 
At the mouth of two witneſſes, or three witneſſes, ſhall 
he that is worthy of death, be put to death ; but at the 


mouth of one wit ueſi he ſhall net be put to death. This 


law is repeated; chap. xix. 15. Our Lord refers to it, 
Matth. xviii, 1.5, 16, I thy brother ſball traſpaſt againſt 
thee, and tell him his fault between thee and bim alone, 
if he Fall hear thee, thau haſt gained thy brother ; but 
if be will not hear thee, then take with thee two or 
three more, that in the mouth of two or three witneſſes 
every word may be eſtabliſhed, The apoſtle alſo refers 
to it Heb. x. 28, He that deſpiſed Moſes law died with - 
aut mercy under two or three witneſſes, From what 
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bas been ſvggeſied already, it is eaſy to perceive 
{who are here intended by God's two witneſſes. — 
They evidently are to be underſtood of a ſmall, but 
- ſufficient number of ' perſons, ſubſiſting in one part 
or other of the world, and enabled to avow the 

truth and oppoſe error, during the continuance of 
| Popiſh fupet ſlition and idolatry, eſpecially a Goſpel. 
-miniſtry among them. God has always had his wit- 
neſſes in the world, both under the Old and New Teſ- 
tament. He had them prior to the rife of the great 
Antichriſt; and he will have them poſterior to his 
Jownfa). But the text immediately means, the wit- 
neſſes raiſed up, time after time, during the forty-two 
prophetic-months, or the twelve hundred and ſixty 
prophetic days of his reign, If time permitted, we 
might \con{tder them as witneſſes, —25 tuo witneſſes, 
Ind as God's two witneſſes. 
Fim, As witneſſes. jeſus Chriſt is the faithful and 
true witneſs. -'So he ftites himfelf in the inſc *1prion of 
the Epiſtle to the Laodicean Church, Rev. iii, 14. He 
died a Witneſs, Confeſſor or Martyr for the truth. 
In the good confetfion he witneſfed before Pontius Pi- 
late he ſpeaks thus, To this end was I born, and for this 
cauſe came 1 into the world, that I ſhould bear witneſs 
unto the truth, John xviji. 37. Often are witneſſes cal- 
led in Courts of judicature among men. They may be 
called to give evidence either for or againſt a perfon or 
thing, in order that the innocent may be acquitted and 
the guilty convicted. Often is the great God, particu- 
larly. ip reſpe& of his cauſe and intereſi, his truths and 
inſtitutions, arraigned and condemned in the world. 
| This has been the cafe eſpecially during the prevalence 

af the grand apoſtacy. It is neceſſary, therefore, that 
tete be, in every age, ſome to appear for him and his 
intereſt in the world Their work, as vit neſſes, ja 
the general, is to avow the truth, and appear in oppo- 
ſition to error. Every witneſs for God may and ought 
to fay, what the great witneſs ſaid, To this end was / 
a and for this cauſe came 4 into the world, that 1 


ſhould 
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faould bear witneſs unto. the ®.y The witgeſſes for 


God are to avouch the truth and all the truth, — the 
truth relating to the Doctrine, the Worſhip, the Go- 
vernment and the Diſcipline. of the Church. For this 
end they are to inſiſt for the accompliſhment of the pro- 
mile, in the coming of the Spirit of truth, to guide 
them into truth, and all truth, John xiv. 13. They 
are, in an eſpecial manner, to appear for the truth 
that is molt controverted and oppoſed in the age and 
place wherein they live On this account, it may be 
called the preſent Truth, 2 Pet. i. 12. They muſt be 
conſiſtent and uniform in their appearances for the 
truth, Every ſacred truth is of great worth. The mo- 
dern diſtinction betwecn eſſential and circumſtantial 
truths, or articles of Religion, is without foundation 
in ſcripture, and of a dangerous tendency. When 
any ſacred truth comes under canfideration, the queſ. 
tion is not, Is it an eſſeatial or a circumſtantial 
truth, or article? Or, in other words, Is it, ar is it 
not abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation ? But the proper 
queſtion is, — Is it a Scripture-truth ? If it is a Scrip- 
ture truth, though of {mall account with others, we 
are to teceive aud maintain jt, If we once admit the 
diſtinction between efſcatial and circumſtantial truths, 
or between things that are, and things that are not ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation, on how precarious and uncertain a 
footing will we be? Who will preſume or pretend to 
determine what things are, and what thiags are not ab. 
ſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation? 

As witneſſes are called to give evidence either for or 
agiinſt a thing, the witneſſes for God are nat only 19 
aſſert the truth, but oppoſe errur. Truth and error 
are ever oppoſite the one to the other, Long: has the 


| conteſt laſted between truth aud error. Manifold and 


grievous are the errors that were foreſcen ta prevail dure 
jag the period of the witneſſes propheſying in ſackloth. 
There has been, accordingly, a mournful increaſe of 
errors and abominations of all kinds, And, therefore, i 

was neceſſary , if there ſhould be a continued ſucceſ- 
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Happy event been delayed, May the all-wiſe Diſpoſer 


| 6 
ſion of witneſſes to appear in oppoſition to theſe errors 
and corruptions in principle and practice. Error in 
principle, as well as immorality in practice, is pernici- 
ous and dangerous, For tolerating the former as well 
as for tolerating the latter, the Angel of the Church in 
Pergamos was blamed, Rev. ii. 6, 14, 15, Different 
errors have been broached and” ant in different 
even of the Church, —and, in every age, witneſſes 

ave appeared againſt theſe errors and abominations. 


Thus the Teſtimony has been ſupported. Herein the 


text has been accompliſhed. God has ever had his 
witneſſes, —a greater or a ſmaller number of them. 
But this reminds me of 8 5 | | 
- The ſecond thing on this part of the ſubject, - the 
number of the witneſſes ; they are faid to be two, and 
only two. This denotes two things, 

1. A ſmall number. When Antichriſt was at his 
height, and his kingdom in its moſt powerful and flou- 
riſhing ſtate, the witneſſes muſt have been few, very 
few. And, notwithſtanding that ſo long a time has e- 


| lapſed fince the Proteſtant Reformation, the number of 


the witnefſes, comparatively ſpeaking, ſtill is ſmall. 


Ho ſmall a proportion docs that part of the wor id cal - 


led Chriſtian bear to the whole of it ? And of theſe cal- 
led Chriſtians how few can, with any propriety, be cal. 
led witneſſes for truth ? A great part of the world cal- 
led Chriſtian is Popiſh ; and even in the Proteſtant 
world much corruption till prevails. How few are 
the witneſſes in compariſon of what we have reaſon to 
think they will be in the ages to come? What a glori- 
ous acceſſion will the Church receive by the general 
converſion of the Jewiſh nation to the Chriſtian faith? 
As the Jews are now diſperſed over the face of the earth, 
there is reaſon to think that their inbringing will be 
accompanied with an univerſal ſpread of the poſpel a- 
mong the Geatile nations, and, therefore, with a gepe- 
ral converſion of theſe nations to Chriſt. Long has the 
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of events haſten it in his time. The witneſſes are but 
few at preſent. It not the daughter of Zion left as a 
cottage in avineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucum- 
bers, as a befieged City? But let ns be thankful for 
the remnant that is left, For except the Lord of hoſts 
had left us a very ſmall remnant, we ſhould have been as 
Sodam, aud we ſhould have been like unto Gomarrah, Iſa. 
LBS... | Et 

4. 0 denotes a ſufficient number. The number, 
though ſmall, is ſofficient in order to the validity of 
the Teſtimony, For in the mouth of two or three wit - 
neſſes every word is eſtabliſbed. Notwithſtanding the 
almoſt univerſal degeneracy that has prevailed ſince the 


fiſt riſe of the Roman Antichriſt, or the commence- 


ment of the twelve hundred and fixty days of the wit- 
ne ſſes propheſying in ſackloth, many have been raifed 
up to ſupport and tranſmit, from one generation to a- 
nother, a Teſtimony for truth. Hitherto the banner 
has been diſplayed. It was ſo in the very darkeſt ages 
of Antichriſtian ſuperſtition and idolatry. It might be 
ſhown that all along there has been a ſucceſſion of 
witneſſes to teſtify againſt the corruptions of the Ro- 
miſh Church. Even in theninth, tenth, and eleventh 
centuries, theſe darkeſt ages, there were not wanting 
witneſſes to oppaſe the corruptions of the Papal Church, 
A leading point of Teſtimony at firſt related to the 
uſe of images in the worſhip of God. Now, we are 
told, as early as the niath century, particular oppoſi- 
tion was made to this anti-ſcriptural practice. Ia the 
tenth century, the abſurd Doctrine of Tranſabſtantia- 
tion made its appearance, and met with ſuch oppoſition 
in England, as well as other parts, that the Archbilhop of 
Canterbury was obliged to have recourſe to miracles 
for confirmation of it. That and other corruptions 
were not leis oppoſed in the eleventh century, particu- 
Jarly by the famous Berenger and his numerous diſci- 
op In the twelth century an explicit Teſtimony is 
laid to have been given againſt the cortuptions of the 
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Church of Rome, particularly her ſpurious ſacraments 


and anti-ſcriptural hierarchy. It was about this time 
that the famous Wa'denſes and Albigenſes firft aroſe.- 
We are told that in the thirteenth ceutury theſe” wit. 
neſſes for God increaled much both ia number and 
ſtrength. In the fourteenth century, we are inform- 
ed, the doctrine of theſe witneſſes for God, in oppoſiti- 
on to the corrupt docttine of the Roman Church, pene - 
erated into alm ſt every Chriſtian country, This was a 
happy prelude of the approaching reformation, This is 
the period at which Johu Wickliff, a wan of great conſi- 
deration in the univerſity of Oxtord, appeared, and wit- 
neſſed for the truth. In the fifteenth century, the ce- 
lebrated Huſs and J-rome were raiſed up in Bohemia, 
They eſpouſed and ſuppor ted the Teſtimony till they 
were put to death, ja virtue of the impious deerees of 
the Council ot Conſtance, It was on occaſion of their 
death, that many of the Nobles of Bohemia and Mora- 
via entered into a League to reject the decrees of that 
wicked Council. Theſe were called the Bohemian bre- 
thren. They are ſaid to bave oppoſed Tranſubſtaatia- 
tion, the Pope's authority, and moſt of the corrupti- 
ons of the Church of Rome. The next age, or ſix- 
reenth century, brings us to the time of the Proteſtant 
Reformation, in which Luther and Calvin were emi- 
nently inflcumental. Thus there has been all along 
a continued ſucceſſion, and a ſufficient uumber of wit. 
neſſes, to lupport the Teſtimony, and tranſmit it from 


one generation to another. It was fo even prior to the 


Proteſtaut Reformation, it has been ſo ever ſince, and 
it will be ſo to the end. 

As to thole witneſſes that lived in the ages prior to 
the Proteſtant Reformation, it muſt be granted, that, 
comparatively ſpeaking, they were few, very few. 
They were hid in corners, and they 8 under pe- 
culiar diladvantages and reſtraints. Neither is it 
to be thought that they could have (qual inſight into 


the corruptions of he apoſtate Church with thoſe who 
| have 


| CW 
have lived in later and more enlightened ages, Yet 
they ſeem to have been more conſiderable ia number 
than ſome may imagine. Many thouſands of them 
were cut off, by the powerful armies that were raiſed a- 
gainſt them, and by the inquitition, And as to their 
religious principles, it is obſerved by a judicious Hiſtori- 
an of the P piſh Church, that they held very near the 
ſame opinions with thoſe whom we now call Calviniſts. 

I ſha!l now leave this, aud proceed to | 

The third and /aft thing on this part of the ſubject, 
namely, to con ſider them as God's two witneffes, He 
is the rightiul Proprietor and Governor of the world, 
and, therefore, all perſons and things are his, and at 
his diſpoſal. But he claims a ſpecial intereſt or propri- 
ety in his witnefſcs, He peaks of them with an evi- 
dent air of approbation and complacence, He makes 
great account of them, and of their ſervices and ſuffer= 
ings in the world. They are generally of ſmall conſi - 
deration with others, —even treated with great con- 
tempt by the world. But, in his eftimarioo, they are 
excellent. He accounts them his jewels. His conſola- 
tory promiſe is, They ball be mine, ſaith the Lord of 
beſts, in that day when I make uþ my Jewels, Mal. iii, 
17. In whatever corner of the earth or condition of 
life they be, they are the objects of his peculiar choice, 
Care and complacence. Every thing pertaining to them, 
is valuable in his account, Their blood is precious in his 
fight ; particularly, when it is ſhed in ſupport aud de- 
fence of his cauſe and intereſt on earth. The earth may 
open her mouth to receive it ; but it is not forgotren or 
loſt. In his owfi time and way he will make inquiſiton 
for it. Then ſhall the earth diſclyje her blozd, and no 
more cover þer /lain, - Iſa, xxvi.' 21. Then in the ido- 
latrous city ui be ſound the biood of prophets, and of 

faints, and all that are lain upon the earth, Revela. 
xviii. 24 The witneſſes are his in point of uſe. It is 
his work in which they are employed. It is work that 
he aſſigus to them, in which be aſſiſts them, and by 

which 
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( 16 ) 
which they eminently glorify him. In one word, they 
are his, and will be acknowledged to be his another 
day. Now they appear for him and his intereſt. on earth; 
and the period is faſt approaching, at which he will 
acknowledge them in a far more public manner than 
they now do or can appear for him. He will acknow- 
ledge them before au aſſembled world. Such a great 
and auguſt aſſembly never met and never will meet a- 
gain. To their unſpeakable and everlaſting conſolati- 
on and joy the promiſe will be accompliſhed, Them that 
honour me 1 will honour, 1 Sam. ii. 30. proceed 
now to the | 


II. thing in the general diviſion of the text,---to con- 
| ſider what is here inſured to God's two witneſſes 
will give power to my two witneſſes, ſaith God, and they 
ſhall propheſy. Every obſerving reader mult perceive, 
that the word power, in our verſion of the text, is a 
ſupplement. In the Greek text it reads thus, 7 ui 
give to my two witneſſes, and they ſball propheſy. This 
ellipſis or defect in the Text has been differently ſuppli- 
ed; ſome have thought that the holy city, mentioned 
in the cloſe of the foregoing verſe, is to be underſtood 
here. According to this reading the text runs thus, 
will give it, i. e. the holy City, that they may miniſte- 
rially reform and defend it. According to others, the 
ſupplement rather is to be taken from our Lord's words, 
Luke xxi. 15. I will give you d mouth and wiſdom 
which all your adverſaries ſball not be able to gainſay 
or re/e/4.--- Thus ſupplied, the text contains a conſola- 
tory promiſe in relation to the appearances the wit- 
neſfes may be called to make for truth. He, who calls 
to make theſe appearances, has engaged to aſſiſt them 
on ſuch occaſions ; particularly to direct them what to 
ſpeak, and how to ſpeak for him and his intereſt, — 
Even to expreſs themſelves with freedom and propriety 
in the preſence of perſons, in rank and condition, ſu- 


perior 


„ 

perior to themſclves. Others would read the text 
thus, --- 7 will give my Spirit to my two witneſſes, and 
they ſhall propheſy. It is certain that without the ſpe- 
cial aid of the divine Spirit the witneſſes for God can 
neither ſpeak nor act aright on any occaſion : And co» 
pious effuſions of the holy Ghoſt, in his manifold and 
various influences and operations, may be expected in 
the latter days, The Holy Ghoſt is, in this plentiful 
manner, now given, becauſe Jeſus is now glorified The 
word commiſſion has been ſupplied in the text, and 
then it reads, I will give commiſſien to my witneſſes, and 
they ſball propheſy. In one word, the text has been 
thus, —1 will give io my two witneſſes that they may 
propheſy.— According to this reading, the text does 
not ſo much expreſs what he will give to his two wit- 
neſſes, as the purpoſe for which he will give it, name- 
ly, that they may propheſy. 

In the general, there evidently is inſured to them here 
all that their ſeveral circumſtances do or may require; 
particularly all that is neceſſary to enable them to finiſh 
their Teſtimony. They are raiſed up by him one at- 
ter another. They have all their furniture for witneſ- 
ſing and propheſying work from him. Whatever they 
or any of them, do or ſuffer for him in the world, in 


relation to it all, they may ſay, as the apoſtle of the 


Gentiles in relation to his diligence, fidelity and ſucceſs 
in the miniſterial work, —— Not 7 but the grace of God 
which was with me, 1 Cor. xv. 10. He calls them to 
their wotk. The work is by far too arduous to be un- 
dertaken without his warrant, This is a diſtiuguiſh- 
ed honour that he confers on one and not another. Ta 
be employed and uſeful in the work of the Lord is tru- 
ly honourable. The apoſtle Paul conſiders his call to 
the apoſtolic, or miniſterial office in this light, 1 Tim, 
i. 12, I thank Chriſt Feſus our Lord, who- hath enabled 
me, for that he counted me faithſul, putting me into the 
miniſtry, He diſpoſes and in every reſpect fits them 
for their work: In whatever period of the Church 
their lot is ordered, or whatever appearances for truth 
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Wey! are called to make, they are warranted to plead 
for themſelves the promiſes in the text, I will give 
e my two witneſſes, and they ſhall propheſy. Con- 
ſcious of the arduouſneſs and difficulty that attends their 
work, are the witneſſes ready to cry out with the apo- 
ſtle, Who is ſufficient for theſe things? Comfort is here 
adminiſtred to them. Are they called to encounter 
dangers and difficulties ? And do they labour under diſ- 
advantages and diſcouragements of different kinds? 
The text inſures ſupport and through beating to them 
to the end. They may be encouraged and animated 
from the conſideration of his preſence with them on all 
occaſions, and in all poſſible circumſtances of duty and 
dangers, work and warfare, What he faid to his a- 
poſtles, he fays to his faithful miniſters fill, Lo, I am 
with you atway even unto the end of the world, Matth, 
AXViii, 20. 

The work in which the witneſſes are employed, is 
here expreſſed by prepheſying. This expreſſion has 
been underſtood to intimate an eminent meaſure of the 
Spirit of God granted to theſe witneſſes, to fit them 
for their work. A prophetic Spirit, properly fo cal- 
led, is not now to be expected. It is long ſince it ceaf- 
ed inthe Church. There is now no occaſion or need 
for it, We read indeed of Propkets in the New Teſta- 
ment Church, 1 Cor. xii. 28. But the Prophets there 
mentioned were of the extraordinary kind, and there- 
fore ceaſed with the apoſtolic age. The word prophe- 
ſy is, perhaps, in the New Teftament Church applied 
to ordinary as well as extraordinary teachers. la 1 
Cor. A. 1, 2, 3. it may perhaps denote an office or 
Work rather of the ordinary than of the extraordinary 
kind. Though miniſters of the Golpel are not authoriſ- 
ed to add to the prophecies contained in the ſcriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament, a great part of their 
Office and work is to explain and apply the prophecies 
contained in theſe ſcriptures. Beſides, one miniſter of 
the poſpel excels eſpecially in one branch of the mini- 


fterial office or work, another! iu another brancl. of it. 
On 
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On one occaſion Goſpel migiſters are called to inhſtc- 
ſpecially on one ſubje ct, on another occaſion on an- 
ther ſubject. Some public teachers, of the ordinary 
kind, in the apoſtolic Churches, might be eminently 
qualified for explaining and applying the Old Teſta- 
ment prophecies to their times and circumſtances ; and, 
accordingly, their work may be expreſſed by their pro- 
pheſying. A great part of the work of the public 
teachers in the apoſtolic Churches conſiſted in applying 
the prophecies of the Old Teſtament to Jeſus of Naza- 
reth, in order to prove that he was the promiſed and 
expected Meſſiah, The propriety of the ex preſſion in 
the text, ſo far as it relates to Goſpel miniſlers, is ob- 
, vious. One great thing to which they are called, dur- 
ing the time of their propheſying in ſackloth, is to ex- 
plain and apply, for the confolation of the ſuffering 
. remnant, the ſcripture prophecies relating to the down» 
fal of Antichriſt, and the glorious deliverance that is 

to be granted to the Church of God. by | 

It is here preſuppoſed that there are, in ſcripture, pro- 
phecics relating to the downfal, as well as the riſe and 
reign of the Antichriſtian power, Both his riſe and 
ruin were early foretold. There are paſſages in the 
book of Daniel which have been ſo interpreted and un- 
der ſtood by the beſt Expoſitors. His rife and reign are - 
foretold, chap. vii 8, 21, 24, 25. 4 conſidered the 
horns, and behold there came ip another little horn, be- 
fore whom there were three of the firft horns pluckt up 


+ What is ſaid on this part of the ſubject, in relation to 
the witn: {ſs and their work, may appear at firft light, in- 
conſiſtent with the account given of them is the firſt Head. 
Bat when the author ipeaks of goſpel miniſters as witneſſes, 
and the miniſterial work, as intended by propheſying, he 
does not mean to exclude the other miniſters of the Church 
from being witneſſes, It certainly is incumbent on, and 
competent for them, in their ſtation, to concur with the 
migiſters of the Church, in bearirg witneſs to the traih, 
la that by the witneſſes he ſtill underſtands a godly remnanc 
in general; though it is eſpecially competent for, and in- 
cumbent on miqiſters of the goſpel, in the time ot the text, 
to propheſy. | 

C2 by 
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by the roots: and, behold, in this horn, were eyes like the 
eyes of a man, and a mouth ſpeaking great things. 1 be- 
held, and the ſame horn made war with the ſaints, and 
prevailed againſt them. And the ten horns out of this 
kingdom are ten kings that ſhall ariſe : and another ſhall 
riſe after them, and he ſhall be divers from the firjl, and 
be ſhall ſubdue three kings. And he ſhall ſpeak great 
words againſt the moſt High, and ſhall wear out the ſaints 
of the moſt High, and think to change times and laws : 
aud they ſhall be given into his hand, until a time and 
times, and the dividing of time, Chap. xi. 36, 37. And 
the king ſhall do according to his will. and he ſhall exalt 
himſe , and magnify himſelſ above every god, and ſhall 
ſpeak marvellous things againſt the God of gods, and ſhall 
proſper till the indignation be accompliſhed : for that that 
it determined, ſhall be done. Neither ſhali he regard the 
god of his fathers, nor the deſire of women, nor regard 
any god : for be ſhall magnify himſelf above all, There 
is a particular prophetic account of the great Anti- 
chriſt in 2 Theſſ. ii. 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9 10.——That day 
ball not come, except there come a falling away firſt, 
and that man of ſin be revealed, the ſon of perdition : 
Who oppoſeth and exalteth himſilſ above all that is called 
God, or that is worſhipped ; jo that he as God ſitteth in 
#he temple of God. ſbeuing himſe'f that he is God. And 
now ye know what withholdeth, that he might be reveal 
d in his time. For the miſtery of iniquity doth already 
work : only he that now tetteth. will let, until he be taken 
out of the way. And then ſhall that wicked be reveal- 
ed, whoſe coming is after the working of Satan, with all 
power, and ſigns, and lying wonders, and all deceivable- 
of unrightecuſneſs in them that periſh; be:auſe they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they might be Javed, 
The prophecies, in this book of the Revelation, relat- 
10g to the riſe and reign of the grand apoſtate, are too 

numerous to be repeated on this occaſion. 
But as the riſe add reign of the Antichriſtian power 
were foretold, his dowatal was alſo predicted. The 
18 
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his riſe was to be far earlier than his ruin, theſlatter was 
foretold as ſoon as the former. The prophet Daniel 
foretold his riſe and reign, and he alſo foretold his ruin. 
Chap. vii. 1, 26, 27. 4 beheld then, becauſe of the voice 
of the great words which the horn ſpake ; 1 beheld, even 
till the beaſt was ſlain, and his body deſtroyed, and given 
to the burning flame, Aud the judgment ſhall fit, and 
they ſhall take a ay his dominion, to conſume, and to de- 
ftroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and dominion, and 
the greatneſs of the kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall 
be given to the people of the ſaints of the moſt High, whoſe 
kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and all kingdoms ſhall 
ſerve and obey him. Chap. xi. 40, 44, 45. And at the 
time of the end, ſhall the king of the ſouth puſh at him, and 
the king of the north ſhall come againſt him like @ whirl- 
wind with chariots and with horſemen, and with many 
ſhips, and he ſhall enter into the countries, and ſhall o- 
verflow and paſs over. But tidings out (© the eaſt, and 
out of the north, ſhall trouble him ; therefore he ſhall go 
forth with great fury to deftroy, and utterly to take a- 
way many. And he ſhall plant the tabernacles of his pa- 
lace between the ſeas in the holy glorious mountain; yet 
he ſhall come to his end, and none ſhall help him. His 


downfall} is clearly foretold, 2. Theſſ ii. 8 The Lord 
| ſhall conſume him with the Spirit of his mouth, and ſhall. 


deſiroy him with the brightneſs of his coming. The time, 
would fail me to repeat the many paſſages in the 
book of Revelation, in which that great and glorious 
event is predicted. They are obvious to cvery intelli- 
gent reader, Thus this prophetic book has a light as 
well as a dark fide, It foretels a ſeaſon of great diſ- 
treſs to paſs over the Chriſtian church. But it no leſs 
foretells and inſures deliverance to her, and a happy 
ſtate to enſue, — even the happieſt fate of the Church 
on earth, It is here iofallibly inſured, that during this 
diſmal period of the Church's diflreſs, a Goſpel-mini- 
{try were to be, from firſt to laſt, continued, to enforce 
and apply, for the conſolation of the afflicted remnant, 


the prophecies relating to that great eveot,— the fioal 


downfall 
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. downfall of the grand adverſary, and the great enlarge- 
ment of the Church in the latter days. In this man- 
ner the ſuffering remnant has been preſerved from ſink- 
iog and ſuccumbing under their trials hitherto, —and 
in this manner they will be ſupported and animated to 
the end. And herein the promiſe in our text has been 
and will be accomplithed, — / will give to my two wit- 
nefſes, fanh God, and they [bail propheſy: —— This leads 
me to the 


III. Thing propoſed, To conſider the ſeaſon of the 
witneſſes prophelying in ſackcloth, —a thouſand two 
hundred and threeſcore days. We underſtand the 
twelve hundred and ſixty days, in the text, of 
the ſame period intended by the forty two months 
of treading under Fot the holy city, in the verſe pre- 
ceding the text, as alſo expreſſe d by the time, times and 
half a time of the woman's ſojourning in the wilderneſs 
mentioned Chap. xii. 14. aud the forty two months 
of the power of the beet, Chap. xiii. 5. Accordir g to 
Jome good expoſitors it is allo meant by the three days 
and a ha,, mentioned in the ninth and eleventh vertices 
of this chapter. By tie three days and a half they un- 
det ſtand three years and a half, —not proper but pro- 
phetical years. They reſolve thele three years and a 
half into forty and two months; and again theſe. forty 
two months into twelve hundred and fixty days, i. e. 
prophetical days or years. But as to the three days 
and a halt mentioned in this chapter, during which the 
dead bodies of the {lain witneſſes lie unduried in the 
Nreet of the great city, which ſpiritaally is called So- 
dom and Egypt, there is no ſmall diverſity of opinion. 
Againſt underſtanding theſe three days and a half of 
the twelve hundred and fix'y days of the witneſſes pro- 
pheſyipg ia ſackcloth, it has been objected. that ver, 
7. ſuppoſes the witneſſes to faith their teſtimony prior 
to their being killed, apd cor{cquently, prior to the 
three days and a half of their lying unbui ĩed in the ſtreet 


of the great city, Ver. 7. runs thus, Aud when 7 , 
' thal 


( 123 
5 ſhall have finiſhed their teflimony, the beaſt, that aſcend? 


N eth out of the bottomleſs pit, ſhall make war, and ſhall 
- gvercome, and kill them. In anſwer to this objeftion, 
| taken from this verſe, it has been obſerved, that the 
q fir(t part of the verſe might and, perhaps, onght to be 
1 rendered thus, While they are, or fhall be perſorming 
- their Teftimony;— And in ſupport of this reading they 
$ obſerve, that the Greek word, readered when, ſigniſies 
while Matt. xxiv. 32. And the Creek word anſwering 
to An iſbed is rendered performed Luk. ii. 39. Others 
e think that the three days and a half, mentioned in the 
0 g:h and again the tith verſe of this chapter, do not 
e mean the ſame period intended by the twelve hundred 
f and ſixty days mentioned in the text, but three prophe- 
1 tic days and a half, or three years and a half. Accord- 
B ing to them, the hiſtory of the witneſſes, and their 
4 lying veburicd three prophetic days or years and a half, 
85 relate to ſome uncommonly ſevete perſecutions of three 
'F years and a half's continuance. Scveral inſtances have 
0 been mentioned here, —as that about the time of the 
1 Council of Conſtance, 1414. The perfecution in 
58 Queen Mary's time in England, 1553. The maſſacre 
\- of the Proteſtants in France, 1572. The cruelties 
- which the poor Chriſtians in Piedmont ſuffered under 
a the Dake of Savoy, 168 5. All which perſecutions 
y are ſaid to have laſted about three years and a halt. 
e. | But the killing of the witneſſes needs not be reſtrict- 
s ed to, though it may be under ſtood efpecially of ſome 
\e particular ſevere per ſecution or perſecutions raiſ- 
E ed, or to be railed toward the end of the twelve hun- 
on dred and ſixty days or years of the witneſſes propheſy- 
n. ing in ſackloth. And the three days and a half, during 
of which they ly vaburied, ought, perhaps, to be under- 
O- flood as an alluſion, rather than as deuoting a preciſe 
r. [pace of time. The alluſion may be to the time dur- 
or ing which a dead body may be ſuppoſed to keep from 
he corruption 
et Whatever may be intended by the three days and a 
cy half, duiing which the dead bodies of the witnelles re- 


all main 
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main unburied, —by the twelve hundred and ſixty days, 
mentioned in the text, we underſtand twelve hundred 
and ſixty years. The fame period is expreſſed by a 
time, times, and half a time, Chap. xii. 14. Agreeably 
to that antient prophecy, Dan. xii. 6, 7. And one ſaid 
to the man clothed in linen, who was upon the waters of 
the river, How long ſhall it be to the end of theſe won · 
ders? And 1 heard the man clothed in linen, who was u. 
pon the waters of the river, when he held up hit right- 
hand and his left hand unto heaven, aud fware by him 
that liveth for ever, that it ſhall be for a time, :imes, 
and a half ; and when he ſhall have accompliſhed, to 
ſcatter the power of the holy people, all theſe things ſhall 
be fulfilled. By a time we underſtand a year, by times 
two years, and by half a time, half a year. Thus time, 
times, and half a time, by a great author, denotes 
three years and a half. Each year conſiſts of twelve 
months, and each month of thirty days. Thus three 
years and a half are equal to forty-two months, and 
forty-two months make twelve hundred and ſixty days, 
i. e prophetic days or years. It has been obſerved, 
that the Solar year of the Eaſtern nations conſiſted of 
twelve months, and every month of thirty days; and 
that this year ſe ms to be uſed by the apoſtle John in 
the Revelation. To underſtand the twelve hundred 
and ſixty days, in the text, of years, is agreeable to 
the ſtile of ſcripture elſewhere. Numb. xiv. 34. After 
the number of the days in which ye ſearched the Land, 
even forty days, each day for a year ſhall ye bear your 
zniquitics, Ezek. iv. 8. And, when thou haſt accompli- 
ſhed them ly ag in on thy right ſide, and thou ſhalt bear 
the iniquity of the houſe of Fudah ferty days ; I have 
appoinied thee each day for a year. Once more, the fa- 
mous prophecy Dan. ix. 24. relating to the time of the 
coming of the Meſſiah, the ſeventy weeks mean not 
weeks of natural but prophetic days, i. e. years Seven- 
ty times ſeven amount to four hundred and ninety, i. e. 
the return of the Jews out of Babylon and the en 
| 0 
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of Chriſt, Thus the period, during which the Gen- 
tiles were to occupy the outer court, and tread under 
foot the holy city, - the woman was to ſojourn in the 
wilder neſs, - the power of the beaſt was to continue, 
and the witneſſes were ta propheſy in ſackloth, - is 
marked out with ſufficient preciſion, The twelve hun- 
dred and ſixty days, evidently are to be interpreted of 
twelve hundred and ſixty years. The great queſtion 
is, when theſe twelve hundred and ſixty days or years 
commenced, If we knew when they commenced, we 
could eaſily aſcertain the period at which they are to 
expire. Now, as to the commencement and expiration 
of theſe days or years, there are different opinions. 
There are eſpecially two opinions, one or other of 
which may, perhaps, be the true one, The 

© Firſt opinion is, that theſe twelve hundred and ſixty 
days commenced about the year 300, and, conſequent- 
ly, expired about the year 1560. According to this 
Opinion the forty-two months of treading under foot 
the holy city, --the time, times and half a time of the 


woman's abode in the wilderneſs,---the forty-two months 


of the power of the beaſt,---and the twelve hundred and 
ſixty days of the witneſſes propheſying in ſackcloth, --- 
are expired. The killing of the witneſſes is underſtood 
to relate to the cruel perſecutions raiſed againſt the 
poor Chriſtians, eſpecially about the middle of the ſix- 
teenth century, or immediately before the year 1560. 


with which the twelve hundred and ſixty days are ſup- 
poſed to expire. Wars, maſſacres and perſecutions - 
were raiſed againſt them in different places. Every in- 


dignity and iofult was offered io them. It was not un- 
uſual, in thoſe times, to keep their dead bodies, parti- 


cularly thoſe of their miniſters, unburied for a conſide- 


rable time; that they might be expoſed to every mark 
of infamy and diſgrace. According to this opinion 
the reſurrection and aſcenſion of the witneſſes, mention- 
ed in the ſequel of this chapter, with which the twelve 
hundred and ſixty days are ſuppoſed to end, is under- 
ſtood to have happened about the foreſuid year 1560, 
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6 
the profe ſſion of the reformed religion was allowed by 
public authority; particularly, in Germany, Eng- 
land and Scotland. But 

A ſecond opinion has been adopted, and defended by 
the beſt Fxpoſitors, namely, that the twelve hund ted 
and ſixty days or years of the witneſſes propheſying in 
fackloth, did not commence ſo early as the year 3co, 
and, conſcquently, muſt expire at a period poſterior to 
the year 1560. According to this opinion, they ra- 
ther are to be under ſtood to commence about the year 
756, and, conſcquently, will totally expire, about 
the year 2016, It is ſtill underſtood here, that the 
twelve hundred and ſixty years of the witneſſes pro- 
pheſying in ſackcloth, denote the ſame period poiuted 
out by the forty-two months of the power of the beaſt, 
—even the beaſt deſcribed, in chap. xiii. and xvii. of 
this Book. Now, if it be enquired, when the forty- 
two months of the power of the beaſt commenced, or 
the beaſt appeared, it is to be obſerved, that though 
the myſtery of iniquity began to work as early as the 
apoſtolic age, and the man of ſin was formed and grew 
gradually, as other men do, he did not aſſume the ap- 
pearance, or anſwer to the character of the beaſt, as 
it is delineated in the thirteenth and fourteenth chap. 
te rs of this book, till about the year 756, when the 
Pope became a temporal prince, or was inveſted with 
the temporal dominion of Rome ; and thus was made 
the eight king or head in Rome, the ſeat of his domi- 
nion Under the emblem of a beaſt, in the prophecy 
of Daniel, to which, in different parts of this book, 
there is a manifeſt alluſion, —a particular form of go- 
vernment is repreſented. Of the Aatichriſtian beaſt 
we have a particular account in the chapters already 
referred to. He is ſaid to dave ſeven heads, to inti- 
mate, that Rome, the city ſtandiug upon ſeven hills, 
was to be the ſeat of his dominion ;—and ten horns, to 
ſignify the breaking or dividing of the Roman empire 
into ten kingdoms, prior to his appearance. He is ſaid 
to be the eighth, and cc of tbe ſe ven kings, bonne or 
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forws of government in Rome, Five were paſſed away 


prior to the writing of this book. The fixth was then 
preſent, viz. the imperial government conſidered as 


Pagan. If the imperial government conſidered as Chriſ- 


tian, under Conſtantine and his ſucceſſors, or that 
which obtained poſterior to the imperial government 
and prior to the appearance of the beaſt, is reckoned ;. 
he is the eighth : if it is not, he is the ſeventh. This 
is the beaſt deſcribed in the thirteenth and ſeventeenth 
chapters of this book, —whoſe power was to continue 
forty-rwo months, or twelve hundred and ſixty days. 
The Roman beaſt evidently is intended. To that beaſt, 
only do the ſeveral parts of this deſcription or charac- 
ter agree. It not only points ont the Roman Anti- 
chriſt ;—but the Roman Antichriit con ſidered as a 
temporal prince, or as ioveſied with the temporal do- 
minion of Rome, But it was not till about the year 
756, that he thus became a temporal prince, or was 
inveſted with the temporal dominion of Rome. Now, 
if the Roman Antichiiſt is the beaſt deſcribed in the 
thirteenth and fourtecnth chapters of this book, —if 
this beaſt did not appear till about the year 756, —if 


the beaſt, or the power of the beaſt was to continue 


forty-two mouths, —and if theſe forty-two months 
of the power of the beaſt denote ' the fame period with 


the twelve hundred and ſixty days cf the witneſſes pro- 


pheſying in ſackcloth ;—then it follows of courſe, 
that theſe twelve hundred and fixty days are to be un- 
der ſtood to have commenced about the year 756, and 
and conſcquently totally to expire about the year 2016. 
Then is the Antichriſtian beaſt, or eight head in Rome, 
to go finally into perditian, as the former idolatrous 
heads did. This is the ſecond opinion in relation to 
the commencement and expiration of the twelve hun- 
dred and ſixty days of the witneſſes propheſying in 
ſackcloth. 

If we might at all judge or determine in ſo difficult 


a caſe, we would inclinc to the ſecond opinion, We 


apprehend that the forty-two months, during vhich 
| D 2 the 
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the Gentiles occupy the outer court, and tread under 
foot the holy city, —the time, times and half a time of 
the woman's abode in the wilderneſs, —the forry-twa 
months of the power of the beaſt, —and, which is un- 
derſtood to be the ſame thing, the twelve hundred and 
ſixty days of the witneſſes propheſying in ſackcloth ;— 
are not yet totally expired. Therefore we have reatun 
to fear that the killing of the witneſſes is not yet whol- 
ly paſt : And we have reaſon to hope that any partial 
reſurrection or aſcenſion of the witneſſes, that has al- 
ready happened, is only a pledge or earneſt of a more 
full and glorions reſurrection and aſcenſion of them to 
come. They will, in due time, ariſe out of obſcurity, 
and make ſuch a conſpicuous figure as they never yer 
have done. As the rife of this Antichriſtian power 
was pradual, his downfal appears to be no leſs gradual, 
and flow, He is in part conſumed already; particu- 
larly ſince the commencement of the Proteſtant Refor-- 
mation, But his total and final deſtruction is yet to 
come, The good work is begun and it will be ac- 
compliſhed at laſt. As the Lord has already conſumed 
him in part by the Spirit of his mouth, he will, in due 
time, totally deſtroy him by the brightneſs of his coming, 
2 Theſſ. ii. 8. 

From the foregoing account of the time of the wit- 
neſſes propheſying in ſackcloth, two things are evident; 
namely, that it is long and certain. The ſeaſon is long, 
-----it is no leſs than twelve hundred and ſixty years. 
Ages have elapſed, many ages have elapſed, ſince it 
firſt commenced, and it is not yet at an end. Is not 
the holy city ſtill, in a great meaſure, tradden under 
Jeet ? Is not the woman in a great meaſure, ſtill in the 
wilderneſs, or in a ſtate of obſcurity and diſtreſs ? And 
does not the power of the beaſt, in a great meaſure, till 
continue? Again, it is a certain ſeafon, It conſiſts 
of a certain number of years, months and days. 
At a certain period it commenced, and, at a certain pe- 
riod, it will expire. However uncertain or my 

either 
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either the commencement or the expiration of it be to 
us, both are known to God, It is even determined to 
a day. During twelve hundred and ſixty days the wo- 
man was to ſojourn in the wilderneſs, and the witneſ- 
ſes to propheſy in ſackloth. Theſe days are totally to 
expire,---and the power of the beaſt is to be wholly at 
an end. The Lord hath ſaid it, and he will do it; 
he hath ſpoken it, and he will make it good. h I ſhall 
now leave this, and proceed to'the 


IV. Thing in the general diſcuſſion of the words, 
---=- The manner of the witneſſes propheſying,---point- 
ed out by their habit, clothed in ſackcloth. The 
habit befits the prophetic character of the witneſſes. 
It would appear, that the prophets in antient times, uſ- 
ed to wear ſackcloth, or a kind of hair-cloth. Itaiah 
XX. 2. Zech. xiii. 4. But it eſpecially beſpeaks the con- 
dition of the witneſſes, during the twelve hundred and 
ſixty days here mentioned. It was uſual for the peo - 
ple of God under the Old Teſtament, to wear ſackcloth 
in times of adverſity or diſtreſs, either perſonal or pu- 
blic. Job, who evidently lived in an early age of the 
world, tells us, that, as a token of the preat adverſity 
that had befallen him, he /ewed /ackcloth upon his ſkin, 
and defiled his horn in the duff, chap. xvi. 15. When 
good Mordecai was apprized of the danger, with which 
the poor Jews were threatened, he put on /ackloth and 
aſhes, and, in every province, whitherſoever the king's 
commandment and his decree came, there was great mourns» 
ing among the Jews, aud faſting, and weeping, and 


wailing, aud many lay in fackclth and aſhes, Either iv. 


1,2, 3 Os the contrary, in times of proſperity and 
Joy, thoſe who were clad in fackcloth, caſt it from 


$ For a farther illuſtration of the ſecond opinion, relating 
to the time of the expiration of the twelve hundred and fix- 
ty days of the witneſſes propheſying in ſackcloih, the rea- 
er is defired to peruſe, with attention, Newton on the 
prophecies, Lowman's valuable commentary on the Revela- 
tion, Guyle's Paraphraſe, and notes on it, Ce. 


them fn 


oh 
them. Pſal. xxx. 11, Thou haſt turned for me my mourh- 
ing into dancing: thou haſt put of my ſackcloth, and 
girded me with gladneſs, Accordingly the habit of the 
gr deuotes two thivgs. 

PRs | - beſpeaks a {tate of aflition, aid preat alflicti. 
wa, It is not for nought that the witneſſes put on, 
and propheſy in ſackcloth. Their habit correſponds to 
their circumſtances, The Church is underſtood to be 
in a very low condition. The holy Cityis trodden un- 
der foot. It is the holy City,---a City holy as no other 
City in the world is. Jt is the City of God. He is the 
builder of it, and he reſides in it. And vet it is trod- 
den under foot, The woman is obliged to flee into 
the wildernef* and ſojourn there. A wilder neſs is a 
ſolitary, inhoſpitable and comfortleſs place, There 
may be an alluſion to the ſituation of the literal Iſrael, 
in the wilderneſs of Arabia, or that of the prophet E- 
lijah, when he was obliged to flee into the wilderneſs, 
to efcape the perſecution of Ahab, Here his condition 
wos ſo very uncomfortable, that, weary of his lite, and 
impatient under his trials, as well as grieved in his heart 
on account of the low (tate of the Church, and religion 
in her, he requefled for himſelf that he might die, 1 
Kings Xix. 1, 2, 3, 4. How low has the Church been 
fince the commencement of the twelve hundred and 
 fixty days. of the witneſſes prophetying in ſackcloth ? 
How very low has the intereſt of God often been in 
the world, during that long and mournful period? — 
Has it nor been at different times, apparently in danger 
of ſinking altogether ? How few and feeble have the 
witneſſes often been? What diſadvantages and hard- 
ſhips have they labonred under? What have they ſuf- 
fered ? Rather, What have they not {uffered ? How 
awfully and univerſally has the power of the Apntichril- 
tian beaſt prevailed ? How much does it {til] prevail ? 
How much has Reformation been ar a ſtand, in the 
Churches, for a long ſeries of years paſt? Row very 
low is religion in our {times ! How alarming is the pre- 


ene aſpect of providence ? When did matters, either 
in 
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in Church or State, wear a more unfavourable, or a 
more threatening appearance? How loud is the call, at 
prefent, to prepare for a day of trial? The Antichriſ- 
tian beat, that aſcendeth cut of the bottomicſr- pit, (ill 
is ready % make war wich the witneltes ; and he may 
yet, in a great meaſure, overcome, and even hill them. 
What has befallen others, may hefal us. What they 
have ſuffered, we may be called to ſuffer. They have had 
trial of cruel mockings and ſcourgingt, yea, moreover, 
of bonds and impriſonmenis, - They were floned, they 


were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were ſlain with the 


fword ; they wandered about in ſheep ſkins, and goats 
fins being deſtitute, afflited, turmented ; of whem the 
world was not worthy : they wandered in defarts, and 
in mountains, aud in dens and caves the earth, Heb, 
Xi. 36, 37, 38. 

2. It intimates how much the witneſſes are affected 
with the low circumſtances of the Church, during the 
time of their propheſying.. Shall the holy City be trod- 


den under foot, and trodden under foot fo long, - even 


for no leſs than forty- two prophetic months? — Shall 
the woman be obliged to flee into the wilderneſs, and 
ſojourn there, and ſojourn there fo long, —even for a 


time, times and half a time ? — Shall the power of the 


Antichriſtian beaſt prevail, almoſt univerſally prevail, 
and prevail ſo long, — even for twelve hundred and ſix- 
ty prophetic days? And ſhall not the vnneſſes be 
deeply affected? Often has the Church, both under the 
Old and New Teſtament, been reduced to a low con- 
dition, aud as often have perſons been raiſed to be- 
wail her calamity and wifery, The witnelles have all 
along been perſons of a public ſpirit. The true migi- 
ſter of Chriſt, every true Chriſtian is one, on whom 
comes daily the care of all the Churches, 2 Cor. xt. 28. 


What a narrow, contracted, ſelfiſh ſpirit actuates the 


greater part of profeſſors? The witnefſes for God have 
all along been perſons of another ſpirit. The caſe of 
the Church lies very pear their hearts. The concern, 
they have ſhown for the 24vancement of the work of 

God 
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God in the Church, and their ſympathy.for her in her 
low condition, have rendered them tamous to the end 
of the world, I might here remind you of ſome fa- 
mous examples on record in ſcripture, fuch as Nehe- 
miah, chap. ii. 3. Why ſhould not my countenance be ſad, 
when the city, the place of my fathers ſepulchres, lieth 
waſte, and the gates thereof are conſumed with fire. 
The Pſalmiſt, Pfal. cxxxvii. 5, 6. F forget thee, 0 
Feruſalem, let my right hand forget her cunning, If I 
do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the rof 
of my mouth : if I prefer not Jeruſalem above my chief 
joy. The prophet Jeremiah, chap. ix. 1. Oh that my 
head were waters, aud mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
that I weep day and night for the ſlain of the daughter 
of my people. You know the commiſſion given to the 
man with the writer's ink-horn by his ſide. It was to et 
a mark upon the foreheads of the men that ſighed and cri- 
ed for all the abominations done in the midfl Jeruſa- 
dem, Ezek. ix. 4. Such illuſtrious examples are not 
recorded for nought ; but for our imitation. As our 
circumſtances are ſimilar to theirs, what was their du- 
ty is now our duty. The call of the word and of pro- 
vidence now is, as it is expreſt in Joel ii. 16, 17. BH 
tbe trumpet in Zion, ſanctiſy a faft, call a ſolemn aſſem- 
bly. Gather the people, ſanfhify the congregaticn, aſ- 
femble the elders : gather the children and thoſe that fuck 
the breafts ; let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, 
and the bride out of her cloſet. Let the priefts, the mi- 
niſters of the Lord, weep between the porch and the al- 
tar, and let them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and 
give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen 
fbould rule over them: wherefore ſhould they ſay among 
the people, Where is their God ? 
Having endeavoured to explain the ſubject, I am 
now to proceed to the improvement, 
1. We may infer the warrant, the neceſſity and the 
uſe of an explicit public teſtimony for truth ; and of 


that teſtimony in which we are engaged, The wo 
| as 
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has all along been maintained and preſerved in purity, 
in the church, by an explicit, public teſtimony given to 
it, It is, indeed, indiſpenſavly neceſſary that we be- 
lie ve with the heart. The heart is the principal part 
of the man, and, therefore, what God principally re- 
quires and regards. But a believing with the heart does 
not at all ſaperſede the neceſſity of confeſſing with the 
mouth. The one is neceſſary, in its own place, as 
well as the other, Rom. x. 10. Accordingly God has 
had his witneſſes or Confeſſors in every age. He had 
them under the Old Teſtameut, Iſa. xlv. 10, 12. And 
hitherto, he has had them under the new Teſta- 
ment, Hitherto the banner has been diſplayed, the 
teſtimony has been ſupported. It has been ſupported 
at great expence,. even at the expence of blood. 
the blood of ſaints and prophets who have been ſlain u- 
pon the earth. They have overcome by the blood of 
the Lamb, and by the word of their teſtimony ; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death, Rev. xii. 11, 
Various methods both of force and fraud, have been 
uſed to mar the progreſs and ſucceſs of the teſtimony 
of the witneſſes for truth. This has been the caſe in 
earlier and later times. It is but too well known what 
groundleſs and malicious objections have been raiſed a- 
gain(t our teſtimony *. 
ſe Notwithſtanding that our teſtimony is, in ſubſtance, 
the ſame with the teſtimony of the witneſſes in former 
's ages of the church, it haz been objected to as an inno- 
1 vation or novelty. This argues great inattention and 
1 ignorance. We have adopted the ſame intereſt, and 
en 
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embarked in the ſame cauſe, for which the witneſles 
have all along contended, What is there new in our 
cauſe and teſtimony ? What new principle do we pro- 
fels, or new religious practice do we plead for 5 What 
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* The Author's intention here is not to reſtrict or confine 
he the honourable character of Witn:ſſes to that reſpectable, 
of religious body with which he is connected, but to ſhew that 
th their Teſtimony is, in ſubſtance, the fame with all the faith- 
46S ſal Witneſſes both in earlier and later times. 
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principle do we profeſs, or practice do we plead 
for, that did not obtain in the reformiog Church of 
Scotland, in her pureſt times? The nature and deſign 
of our Teſtimony has been much miſunderſtood and 
miſrepreſented. The general deſign of it is to avow 
and maintain the Doctrine, the Worſhip, the Govern - 
ment and Diſcipline of the Church of Scotland, as re- 
ceived, profeſſed and practiſed in her, in reforming times; 
particularly between 1638 and 1649; and to teſtify a- 
gainſt the backfliding or corrupt courſe, in which ſhe 
has been for a long ſeries of years, and till is, engaged. 
The Church of Scotland, in the preſent caſe, comes un- 
der a twofold conſideration. She may be conſidered as 
z reforming Church. Such ſhe was during the period 
juſt now mentioned. And from her as ſuch, or under 
this conſideration, we do not withdraw. On the con- 
trary, we approve of and adhere to her, She rather 
has departed from herſelf, She is not what ſhe once 
was. Accordingly ſhe may be conſidered as a backſlid. 
ing or corrupt Church. Such ſhe evidently is at preſent, 
And from her under this conſideration, we have with- 
drawn; after having, in vain, uſed all means and me- 
thods competent for us, in order to recover and reclaim 
her. Burt the cry of novelty, or a new thing, needs not 
alarm us. It is itſelf no novelty, or new thing. The 
Chriſtian religion itſelf was objected to as a novelty or 
new thing, when it was firſt introduced among the na- 
tions of the world, Acts xvii. 18, 19, 20. And the 
fame objection was ſtarted againſt the firſt reformers, 
at the commencement of the Proteſtant reformation, 
by the keeneſt advocates for the ſuperſtitions and cor- 
ruptions of the Papal Church. 

Again, it has often been faid, that the preſent Cor- 
ruptions of the Chyrch of Scotland are fo far from war- 
ranting us to withdraw or ſeparate from her, that they 
rather ſtrongly plead for our continuing in connexion. 
and communion with her, in order that we may endea- 
vour to reform and reclaim: her from her backſlidiug 
courſe. As to this, it is readily admitted, that it _— 
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could have been warrantable for us to withdraw or ſe - 
cede from the Church of Scotland, without firſt oſing 
means, and all means in our power, for her con- 
viction and recovery. Separation from her, no doubt, 
onght to have been our laſt ſhift, But this really was 
the caſe Did not remonſtrances and complaints, repre. 
ſentations and petitions for the redreſs of grievances, 


come from all quarters to her ſupreme judicature ? Did 


not many of her miniſters, and other members, uſe con- 
ſtitutional methods for obtainirg redreſs of their griev- 
ances? What was the reſult of theſe applications to 
her judicatures,—particvlarly, the Court of laſt reſort 


ia her? He muff be a great ſtranger in our Iſrael who 


does not know Beſides, ir is well known that the com- 
pilers and original eſpouſers of our teſtimony, were caſt 
out of the eſtabliſhed Church. Matters came to ſuch 
a Criſis with them, that it behoved hem either to con- 
tinue in her, on terms evidently fſinfuj}, or withdraw 


from her. They had no other alternative or choice left 


them. This is ſo well known to all who are in the leaſt 

acquainted with the firſt riſe of the Seceſſion, that it is 

altogether unneceſſary to enlarge on it at preſent. 
Further, the unhappy rupture or breach, that fo ear. 


ly happened in the ſeceding body, has been much im- 


proved againſt the Teſtimony and cauſe in which we 
are embarked. The general purport or amount of the 
objection is this. —The Seceders have divided among 
themſelves, aud, therefore the cauſe and Teſtimony 
in which they are engaged, is not, it cannot be the 
cauſe of God, nor the Teſtimony of Jeſus. Inconclu- 
five, abſurd reaſoning ! Might not the ſame argument 
be uſed, and uſed with equal propriety and ſucceſs, 
to prove, that the Proteſtaut Reformation is not the 
Cauſe of God? Were not Luther and Calvin reformers, 
and eminent reformers too ? Ard who knows not that 
they differed and divided? 1 may aſcend ſtill higher, 
and affirm, that the very ſame argument will prove that 
the Chriſſian religion itſelf is not the cauſe of God, 


Two of the moſt eminent inſtruments that were employ: _ 
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. ed to propagate rhe Chriſtian faith in the world, dif- 
fered and divided between themſelves ; and the con- 
teſt was ſo ſbarp between them, that they departed a. 
funder the one from the other. You will eaſily perceive 
that here refer to the caſe of Paul and Barnabas, Acts 
xv. 39. Becauſe the profeſſors of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion have, both in former and later times, differed, 
is it fair thence to infer, or conclude that the Chriſti- 
an religion is not the cauſe of God ? Certainly not, 
The mournfu] breach in the Aſſociate Synod deſerves, 
indeed, to be lamented and bewailed to the lateſt ages, 
We have reaſon to conſider that diſmal event, as a 
providential intimation of what was to befal the gene- 
ration. Matters were ſo ordered by a God of judg. 
ment, that a ſtumbling-block was laid in the way of 
the generation, and they judicially left to harden and 
confirm themſelves in their prejudices againſt that good 
cauſe in which we have embarked. Thus that mourn- 
ful diſpenſation beſpeaks not ſo much, perhaps, diſſa- 
tis faction with the parties between whom the rupture 
happened, as diſpleaſure with the generation among 
whom they live,---and who fo violently oppoſe their 
Teſtimony. Whatever ſinful hand, either the one 
E or the other, or both, had in the breach, God 

ad an all wiſe, unerring, and over ruling hand in it. 
Moreover, the procedure of this Synod againſt their 
Burgher brethren has been much improved againſt the 
Cauſe and Teſtimony in Which they are engaged. 
This topic might require a larger diſcuſſion, than the 
preſent occaſion admits of. I ſhall op ly ſay at preſent, 
that admittiog this Synod eried in the matter of cen- 
ſuring the Burgher brethren, why ſhould this be urg- 
ed or improved to the diſadvantage of our Teſtimony ? 
And why ſhould it be a lowed, by any, to be an inſo- 
perable obſtacle in the way of their joining with us: 
and proſecuting the ends of our Teſtimony ? What is 
the meaning or the amount of this objection ? It is e- 
vidently this. We are ſatisfied in our minds that the 
Seceders are engaged in the cauſe of God and truth,— 
we 
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we approve of their Teſtimony, —and we would wiſh 
to take part with them in proſecuting it; but we can- 
not, we dare not ; for we apprehend their ſupreme 
Judicature, or the court of laſt reſort among them. er- 
red, egregiouſly erred in cenſuring their Burgher breth- 
ren; particularly in excommunicating them with the 
Higher Excommunicariona, What is the nature, ten- 
dency or conſequence of this reaſoning ? It plainly is 
this, — We will not join in any Church, or in any com- 
munion, however pure otherwiſe, except we be certain 
that the Judicatures, particularly the ſupreme Judica- 
ture in that Church neither has erred, nor can err. 
Now, I know of only one church on the face of the 
earth that pretends to infallibility. I need not tell you 
that this is the Church of Rome. It is a principle re- 
ceived in all Proteſtant churches, and particularly a- 
mong us, that all Synods and Aſſemblies may err, and, 
in particular inſtances, do err, An approbation of the 
cenſures inflifted on the Burgher brethren never has 
been made a term of Communion, either Minifterial or 
Chriſtian communion among us. All that is required 
of us, in relation to this controverſy, in order to Mi- 
niſterial communion with this Synod, is, that we be 
ſatisfied in our conſciences concerning the deciſion of 


Synod in April 1746, finding the religious clauſe of 


the Burgeſs Oath inconſiſtent with the Teſtimony. 
Now, who that is unprepoſſeſſed, and reflects coolly, can 
heſitate concerning the inconſiſtency between that Clauſe 
and the Teſlimony we have adopted ? Is not every oath 
to be underſtood in the ſame ſenſe by the Adminiftra- 
tor and the Swearer of it ? Is not the adminiſtrator of 


the Burgeſs Oath underſtood to be a member of the E- 


ftabliſhed Church of Scotland? When ke adminiſters 
that oath, does he not mean an approbation of the re- 
ligion eſtabliſhed by law in that Church, and of the le- 
gal eſtabliſhment of it in ber? Is not that the ſettle. 
ment or eſtabliſhment it received at the Jate memorable 
Revolution? Does not our Teſtimony find fault with 
ſeveral things in that eſtabliſhment and ſettlement ? 


Aud 


3 

Add is it not a glaring incouſiſtency for the ſame perſons 
to adopt a Teſtimony condemning ſome. things in the 
Rerolution-ſettlement of religion, and, at the fame 
time, {wear an oath containing an onlimited approba- 
tion of that ſettlement of religion? In five, the uſe 
that is made of the Teſtimony among us, has been ob- 
jetted to. We make an approbation of, and acceſſion 
to it, a term of Chriſtian as well as Miniſterial commn- 
nion among us, All that is beceſſaty, to juſtify this 

meaſnre, is, to recollect the general deſign or purport 
_ of the Teſtimony. It is a - Teſtimony for the ſacred 
truths and precious inſtitutions of Chriſt : as alſo a- 
gainſt error in principle and immorality in practice. 
Now why ſhould any heſitate concerning the propriety - 
of denying admiſſion to the ſealing ordinances of the 
Church to perſons who either refuſe to avow the truth, 
or diſavow error? Can the ſtewards of the myſteries of 
the kingdom of heaven be anſwerable to him that ap - 
pointed them, to their own conſciences, to the Church, or 
to the generation, if they admit to a participation of 
ſealing ordinances, any who perſiſt in error or immora- 
lity ? Surely not.— As to the reaſon for making one's 
entering into the Bond for the Renovation of our Cove- 
nants, the term both of Miniſterial, and Chriſtian com- 
munion among ns, it may be collected from what has 
been advanced above, In admitting to the ſealing or- 
dinauces of the church, we are to require a firm attach- 
chment to all the truths, and a conſcientious obſerva- 
tion of all the ordinances of Chriſt ; and in à particu- 
lar manner, that truth or ordinance that is moſt oppoſ- 
ed or omitted among us, Now who knows not the 
ſtrong oppolitioa that has been made to this ſacred in- 
ſtitotion ? Io proportion therefore, to its importance, 
and the oppoſition it receives among us, we ought to 
appear ſtrenuouſly for it, and exert ourſelves, in our 
ſeveral ſtations to promote it. 

2. From what hath been ſaid, we may ſee, that we 
need not think it ſtrange, or take it ill, though our Tef- 


timony be in great diſrepute, and very few to adopt or 
betriend 
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befriend it. This is no new thing. Often has the 
Teſtimony for truth been in diſrepute, and great dif- 
re pute in the world, and few, very few to favour it. 
We need not be diſcouraged tho! we be both few and 
feeble. Notwithſtanding that the enemies of the cauſe, 

in which we are embarked, are both numerous and 
powerful, we may ſay as the prophet to his ſervant, — 
They that be with us are more than they that be with our 
adverſaries, If God be for us, who can be againſt us? 
The work is in a good hand, —a hand in which it can* 
not be wiſmanaged or loſt. The wonderful Man, whoſe 
name ts the BRANCH, aud who has already grown up 
our of his place ; ſhall build temple of the Lord, and bear 
the glory, Zech. vi. 12,13. 

3- Enconragement to all who are called to appear for 
Chriſt and his cauſe in the world. Their lot may be 
ordered in an evil time. But they ſerve a good maſ- 
ter. None are lofers at hand. None will be loſers in 
the end They may ſuſtain loſs for him. But he will 
make up their loſs. He will incomparably more than 
compenſate for all the loſs they ſuffer for his ſake-in the 
world. A rich, an infinitely rich reward awaits them 
in the other world. The believing Hebrews took 
Joyfully the ſpoiling of their earthly goods, knowing in 
themſelves they had in heaven a better and an enduring 
ſe bRance,---an inheritance far more excellent, and far 
more durable than any in this world. Heb. x. 34. The 
witneſſes may be encouraged in relation to themſelves, 
and alſo in relation to their work. In relation to 
themſelves. Are they weak, the grace of Chriſt, the 
Head of the New Covenant, is all ſuſſicieut. The 
weaker they are, the cfficacy of his grace will be the 
more conſpicuous in ſupporting and aſſiſting them. 
Are they called not only io do but to ſuffer for Ghrift ? 
It never has been his method to fend any either to work 
or warfare, on their own charges or expences.— In 
relation to their work, or the Teſtimony in which they 
are engaged. As it is the Teſtimony of Jeſus. the 
mterclt and cauſe of truth, it muſt be preſerved and 
prevail, 


( 40 ) 
prevail. The adverſary may fay, it will fink ;----the 
world may fay it; an unbelieving and diſtruſtful 
heart may ſay it ;--- but God has ſaid the contrary. And 
let God be true in all that he ſays, particularly in relati- 
on to the maintenance and advancement of his work, 
and every creature that contradidts him, a liar. The 
Father's promiſe to his Son, our glorious Mediator is, 
by Pſalm xlv. 17. J vill make thy name to be remembered 
= 4 t#n all generations: therefore ſhall the people praiſe thee 
4 for ever and ever. 7 
4. It will be of ſpecial uſe and advantage to us to 
conlider, ig what a period of the Church our lot has 
fallen,---what is incumbent on us,---and what we may 
lay our account with, in ſuch times and circumſtances, 
Still, in a great meaſure, the outer court is occupied 
by the Gentiles, —the holy city, in a great meaſure, is 
trodden under foot, the power of the Antichriſtian 
beaſt, in a great meaſure, prevails, - the woman is not 
yet totally delivered, or brought up out of the wilder- 
neſs, We have, indeed, reaſon to be glad as well as ſad. 
Our ſituation is not unlike to that of the Jews, when 
the foundations of the ſecond Temple were laid. — 
There was, in their exerciſe, on that occaſion, a won- 
derful mixture of joy and ſorrow. It was no ſmall 
cauſe of joy, that the foundation of the temple was again 
laid ; and that the facred edifice was to be rebuilded, 
But it was ground of great ſorrow that the ſecond houſe 
was to be ſo far inferior to the firſt one. Or, as the ſa- 
cred writer expreſſes it, — All the people ſbouted with a 
great ſhout, when they praiſed the Lord, becauſe the 
foundation of the houſe of the Lord was laid. But many 
of the Prieſts and Levites, and chief of the Fathers, wha 
were ancient men, that had ſeen the firſt houſe, when the 
foundation of this houſe was laid before their eyes, 'wept 
with a loud voice, and many ſhouted aloud for joy ; So that 
the people could not diſcern the noiſe of the ſhout of joy, from 
the noiſe of the weeping of the people: for the people ſhou- 
ted with a loud ſhout, and the noiſe was heard afar 2 4 
N b ra 
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Ezra ili. Ir, 12, 13. Let us acknowledge, with grati- 
tude, the relief that has been granted to the Proteſtant 
Churches, conſidering what an inſupportable load of 
Popiſh uſurpations and corruptions they laboured under 
in the days of our fathers. But how fad is it to think 
of the Gontinuation of the power of the Beaſt, I may 


ſay, in its full force, in many countries called Chriſtian. 


Alas ! the dregs of Antichriſtian abominations is in moſt 
of the Proteſtant Churches, if not all of them. How 
low is religion at preſent in all the Churches ? How 
much is the teſtimony, the cauſe, the work of God ont 
of vogue? The greater part, inſtead of contributing, 
in their ſtations, towards the revival and advancement 
of it, are doing what in them lies to ſuppreſs and bear 
it down. Let us think what is incumbent on us in 
{ſuch times and circumſtances of the Church. Let us 
be reconciled to all the reproach and all the oppoſition 
we do, or can meet with in the way of duty. Let us 
go on till we finiſh our teſtimony. In this way we ſhall 


ſurmount all difficulties, and weather all ſtorms, and 


at laſt overcome by tbe blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of our Teſtimony. . 

5. We may ſee infallible ſecurity for the final ruin of 
the Antichriſtian intereſt, —the further reſurrection and 
aſcenſion of the witneſſes, —the revival of the work of 
God,—and the coming of a glorious and flouriſhing 
period of the Church on earth ſuch as never yet has ob- 
tained, The riſe of the great Antichriſt was determi- 
ned, as the event has proved ; and his downfal is no 
leſs determined. The one was foretold, the other is no 
leſs predicted and inſured. God has ſaid it, and he 
will do it. As it behoved him to ariſe, it is no leſs ne- 
ceſſary that he be brought down. Babylon, the Anti- 
Chriſtian Babylon is fallen in part already, and her total 
and final downfal will be effectuated in the appointed 
time. 'The beaſt has already received his deadly wound, 
of which we hope he never will be totally healed, He 
may linger out his miſerable life long, and, like an ex- 
Plring animal, make many vigorous efforis and ſtrug- 
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gles, but he muſt expire at laſt, All endeavours to 
heal, totally heal the wound he has received, and re- 
ſtore him to his wonted power and dominion muſt be 
vain. Every attempt that is made this way from time to 
time, will, we hope, tend rather to haſten his final over- 
throw and deſtruction. There are many prophecies 
and promiſes in the ſcriptures both of the Old and New 
Teſtament, relating to the further downfal of the An- 
tichriſtian kingdom, and the advancement of the king- 
dom of Chriſt on its ruins, which have not yet received 
their accompliſhment, but will be accompliſhed in the 
laſt rimes. Long was the true religion confined to the 
Eaſtern world. Ages apo it penetrated into the Weſt- 
ern parts of our ſide of the globe. Of later years it 
reached the great Weſtern world ; and we hope, it will 
take an extenſive run throughout that world in the lat- 
ter days. What great and plorious events are yet to 
be accompliſhed prior to the ſecond coming of Chriſt ? - 
What a glorious acceſſion will the Church receive, 
when the Jewiſh nation is converted to the Chriſtian 
faith? Under the Old Teſtament the church conſiſted 
of Jews, Under the New Teſtament hitherto ſhe has 
conſiſted moſtly of Gentiles. But in the concluding 
ape of the world, there is to be a general converſion of 
Jews and Gentiles together. Many are to come from 
the caſt and the weſt, —from the north and the ſouth. 
What great and intereſting events are yet to be accom- | 
pliſned? May we live, and at laſt die in the belief and 
expectation of their accomplitimeut in due time.— 
muſt draw to a cloſe, 

We ſee, my dear Fathers and Brethren, in what 
times and circumſtances the all-wiſe God has ordered 
our lot. Let us, with gratitude, acknowledge the 
partial deliverance that has already been granted to the 
church, in the begun accompliſhment of the prophecies 
relating to the deſtruction of the Antichriſtian intereſt. 
Let us wait, with unwearied patience and eager deſire, 
for a more glorious fulfilment of them. We have in 
deed, reaſon to bewail the degeneracy of the times. Re- 
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ſigion is in great diſtepute. The friends of truth are 
both few and fecble. We labour under many diſad- 
vantagements and diſcouragements: But we are en- 
paged in a good cauſe, and ſerve a good Maſter, It is 
a cauſe he has ſignally owned in the happy experience 
of others in former times. He has not altogether for- 
gotten ; neither will he ever altogether diſown it. Much 
is incumbent on us in our ſtation and place; eſpecially 
in ſuch degenerate times, Let us endeavour to be ex- 
plicit aud faithful in our appearances for truth. May 
we ever reckon it our honour to ſerve Chriſt and pro- 
mote his intereſt on earth. Let us ſtudy to be recons 
ciled to our lot and condition, Let us encourage our- 
ſelves and animate one another, in the pleaſing proſpect 
of the total and final deliverance of the Church. The 
ſeaſon of her diſtreſs will ſhortly be at an end. She 
will, in due time, come up out of the wilderneſs; and 
the witneſſes will put off their ſackcloth, Till this be 
the caſe, let us apply and plead the all gracious declara- 
tion in the text, I will give power to my two wit- 
neſſes, and they ſhall propheſy, a thouſand two hundred 
and threeſcore days, clothed in jacke.oth ——1 have only 
bo add a word to the Congregation, and then I have 

one, 


YOU ſee, My dear Friends, what is both your duty 
and intereſt. It is competent for, and incumbent on 
you, as well as us, to be witnelles for God in the world, 
He has always had, and ever will have his witneſſes on 
carth. He had them before you were born, and he will 
have them after you are buried. He never has been nor 
ever will be at a loſs for inſtruments to carry on bis 
work, and promote his intereſt ia the world. Now you 
have an opportunity of adopting his iatereſt. He is a 
great and good Maſter. His ſervice is both profitable 
and pleaſant, You have no reaſon to be aſhamed either 
of him or his ſervice; of any of his truths or iaſtitu- 
tions, Study to know the value and worth of truth; 
and to be inviolably attached to it, Yon know not 
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what an adherence to the cauſe of Chriſt may coſt you. 
You may come to be in ſuch a critical ſituation, as to be 
under an indiſpenſible neceſſity, either to deny Chriſt, 
or be deprived of all that is near and dear to you in the 
world. The way to the crown has all along. been by 
the croſs. When had matters, either in Church or 
State, a more threatening appearance than at preſent ? 
But all will be well with God's two witneſſes. They 
are very near and dear to him. Support under all tri- 
als, and ſufficient aſſiſtance in all duties, are infallibly 
inſured to them. He, whoſe they are, and whom they 
ſerve, has a particular concern for their ſafety, welfare 
and comfort; and he will make a good account of them 
in the end. The encouraging and animating declara- 
tion in the text has been verified in the ſweet experience 
of many who have gone before us; and it is applied 
to, and pleadable by us as well as them, I will give 
power to my witneſſes, and they ſhall propheſy, a thus 
fand tuo hundred and threeſcore 90 clot bed in ws 
cloth. 
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